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Monotheistic Religions- Judaism, Christianity, Islam & Islamic Civilization

Here is a brief summary of the topics that will appear on your next test. You should be familiar with the below information:

	Judaism: World’s oldest known monotheistic religion.



	Geographic Origin:
· Began in Mesopotamia and developed in the Middle East in and around the area that is currently Israel (Palestine/Judea)

· Holy city is Jerusalem

Beliefs:
· Belief in one god (monotheism) who created the whole world
· Founder Abraham

· God made a covenant (agreement with Abraham) to give the land of Israel to the Hebrews
· God chose the Hebrews as his chosen people

· 10 Commandments- laws describing how people should behave in order to honor Yahweh (God). Given to the prophet Moses

· Religious leader is Rabbi
· Jews worship in Temples called synagogues

· Sacred Text: Torah- (Old Testament) and 10 Commandments (guide to moral behavior)

· Orthodox Jews keep Kosher (dietary Laws) and do not eat pork

· Religious holidays include: Passover (celebrates Jews freedom from slavery in Egypt)

Other key ideas associated with Judaism:

· Diaspora- spreading out or scattering of Jews (persecution)after the Romans threw the Jews out of Israel 
· Oldest monotheistic religion (founded in Jerusalem (Middle East) – region- Fertile Crescent (Mesopotamia)→ Israel →Jerusalem is holy city

· Influenced other monotheistic religions( Islam and Christianity find their roots in Judaism (Old Testament)


	Christianity: World’s largest monotheistic religion



	Beliefs:
· Belief in one God (monotheism)

· Belief in the trinity (God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit)

· Jesus was the Messiah (savior or son of God sent from heaven)

· Jesus sacrificed himself to ensure the salvation of ‘man’

· Following Jesus teachings brings salvation ( (entrance into heaven)

Practices:
· Equality, peace, and brotherhood and love

· Love one another as you love yourself – Golden Rule
· Ten Commandments ( Guide for moral behavior

· Sacred Text- Holy Bible, (Old and New Testament) and the 10 Commandments – as guide for moral behavior

· Religious leader are: Pope, Cardinals, Bishops and Priests (Roman Catholics)
                       Ministers (Protestants)

· Christians worship in buildings called Churches
· Expected to attend church services regularly on Sundays and holy days such as Christmas and Easter

· Sacraments – religious practices such as baptism, communion and marriage
Other key ideas associated with Christianity:
· Founded in Jerusalem- during the time of the Roman Empire

· Became the official religion of the Roman Empire when Emperor Constantine converted over to Christianity 
· Grew out of Judaism (Jesus was a Jew)
· Spread by Jesus’ disciples/apostles (followers) and later missionaries 
· Currently the world’s largest monotheistic religions


	Islam: submission to the will of Allah
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	Beliefs:
· Belief in one God (monotheism)

· Muhammad- prophet of Allah (God) – messenger of God
· Muhammad received revelation or message from angel Gabriel that there was only one God (Allah)
· Mecca is the holiest place because it was the birthplace of Muhammad
· Dome of the Rock – where Muhammad ascended into heaven in Jerusalem
· Mecca- holy city ( all Muslims must make a pilgrimage to Mecca
· Five pillars of Islam:
1. One God called Allah
2. Pray 5x a day facing holy city of Mecca

3. Charity: give alms ($) to the poor

4. Fasting during the holy month of Ramadan

5. Pilgrimage (Hajj) to the city of Mecca

· Sacred Text:Koran (Qur’an)- complete guide for living and moral behavior
· Muslims worship in buildings called Mosques

Other key ideas associated with Islam:
· Youngest and fastest growing monotheistic religion
· Two factions /sects - Shi'i and Sunni



	Spread of Islam
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	Reasons for the success:

· Strong fighters, fight to spread the message of Allah

· Appealing to many as each Muslim could practice their faith without much guidance from a ‘Priest’

· Spread by Mughals- Muslims in India

· Spread by Arab Traders in West African Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali and Songhi

· “Mansa Musa, emperor of Mali, became a Muslim and made a pilgrimage to Mecca”

· Review your empire of the Mughals overhead notes: A copy has been posted on our e-boards
Golden Age of Islam

· Art and architecture (Some of it follows Greco-Roman ideas of domes and pillars): mosques, palaces, and calligraphy

· Literature and Philosophy

· Mathematics and Science: algebra, astronomy, medicine

· Expansion of Trade




